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89TH LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

SUPPORT THE RIGHTS OF YOUNG

3 PARENTS TO MAKE HEALTHCARE
DECISIONS FOR THEMSELVES AND
THEIR FAMILIES

HB 2159 (GAMEZ)

Texas has one of the highest rates of teen The teen o
pregnancy in the nation. Teen parents are pregnar!cy rate In
responsible for making healthcare decisions Texas Is hea rIy

for their own children. The legislature should

clarify that they can make their own healthcare
decisions as well.

Vouna parets deser HIGHER
Young parents deserve our support. However,

Texas law does not allow parenting teens to

make their own healthcare decisions. Young than the national
parents make healthcare decisions for their average.'
children every day, but cannot make their own

decisions.

Under current law, minor parents can give
consent for their baby to undergo heart
surgery, but cannot consent for their own strep
test or any other basic healthcare service.

THE SOLUTION
The Legislature should clarify the Texas Family Other states, like Alaska,
Code to empower parenting minors to be able Montana, and Missouri all
to consent to their own healthcare. explicitly allow young
parents to make their
Young parents are already living very adult ownhn healthcare decisions.
lives, they need to be able to make decisions for
both themselves and their children.
1 https://nhftx.org/resources/teen-birth-in-texas/ everybodytexas.org
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